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Availability;  Supplemental  Notice  of 

Proposed  Rulemaking  and  Correction 

In  the  May  7, 1974  Issue  of  the  Federal 
Register  (39  FR  16137),  the  Environ¬ 
mental  Protection  Agency  published  a 
notice  of  proposed  rulemaking  to  amend 
the  regulations  dealing  with  the  general 
availability  of  unleaded  gasoline  by  re¬ 
quiring  certain  gasoline  retail  outlets  in 
specified  rural  counties  to  offer  unleaded 
gasoline  by  January  1,  1975. 

Supplemental  notice  is  hereby  given 
that  the  Agency  proposes  to  advance  to 
October  1,  1974  the  effective  date  of  the 
proposed  requirement  applicable  to  cer¬ 
tain  rural  stations.  The  Agency  also 
seeks  to  correct  an  omission  in  the  text 
of  Appendix  C  of  the  proposed  regula¬ 
tions  on  page  16138  and  the  misspelling 
of  a  county  name  on  page  16137. 

On  January  10,  1973,  the  Environ¬ 
mental  Protec ti chi  Agency  promulgated 
regulations  (38  FR  1254)  which  require 
retail  outlets  that  sold  200,000  or  more 
gallons  of  gasoline  in  any  calendar  year 
beginning  with  the  year  1971  to  offer  for 
sale  unleaded  gasoline  after  July  1, 1974. 
Under  these  regulations  about  1  of  every 
2.2  stations  (45%)  throughout  most  of 
the  country  are  required  to  carry  un¬ 
leaded  gasoline.  In  counties  which  have  a 
population  density  of  under  50  persons 
per  square  mile,  however,  only  29%  of  the 
stations  are  required  to  carry  unleaded 
fuel  under  the  200,000  gallon  per  year 
requirement. 

The  amendments  proposed  on  May  7, 
1974  (39  FR  16137)  would  Increase  re¬ 
tail  outlet  coverage  in  these  low  popula¬ 
tion  density  counties.  These  proposed 
amendments  would  provide  that  any  re¬ 
tail  outlet  which  sold  at  least  150,000 
gallons  of  gasoline  in  1971,  or  any  later 
year,  and  is  located  in  a  county  contain¬ 
ing  fewer  than  50  people  per  square  mile 
(excluding  cities  containing  50,000  or 
more  people),  must  offer  at  least  one 
grade  of  unleaded  gasoline  for  sale  after 
January  1,  1975.  This  date  was  selected 
to  provide  sufficient  time  for  these  out¬ 
lets  to  comply  once  the  regulations  were 
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promulgated,  particularly  in  light  of 
possible  delays  in  equipping  gasoline 
pumps  with  nozzle  spouts  designed  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  regulations  and  in 
the  availability  of  unleaded  fuel  for  the 
flushing  of  underground  tanks. 

Information  recently  supplied  to  the 
Agency  indicates  that  the  lead  time  to 
procure  nozzle  spouts  and  unleaded  fuel 
for  flushing  may  have  been  overesti¬ 
mated.  We  now  believe  that  compliance 
by  these  retail  outlets  may  be  feasible  by 
October  1, 1974. 

While  some  two-grade  marketers  may 
choose  to  install  a  third  underground 
tank  in  order  to  avoid  the  relinquish¬ 
ment  of  a  grade  of  gasoline  currently 
sold,  it  is  not  necessary  to  add  a  third 
tank  or  to  replace  an  existing  tank  to 
accommodate  the  sale  of  uncontam¬ 
inated  unleaded  gasoline.  Information 
provided  to  EPA  shows  that  a  relatively 
simple  and  inexpensive  flushing  pro¬ 
cedure  is  sufficient  to  permit  existing 
tanks  to  store  unleaded  gasoline  without 
contamination  of  the  product.  Thus,  un¬ 
leaded  gasoline  may  be  substituted  for  a 
leaded  grade  currently  being  sold,  either 
as  an  interim  measure  before  conversion 
to  three  grades,  or  on  a  permanent  basis 
as  part  of  a  two- grade  marketing 
strategy. 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  and 
to  assure  that  there  will  be  a  sufficient 
number  of  retail  outlets  offering  unlead¬ 
ed  gasoline  in  rural  counties  at  the  earli¬ 
est  possible  date,  EPA  is  proposing  to 
advance  the  January  1,  1975  compliance 
date  to  October  1,  1974.  To  promulgate 
an  earlier  compliance  date,  however, 
EPA  must  be  assured  that  there  will  be 
a  sufficiency  of  nozzle  spouts  with  di¬ 
mensions  as  required  by  the  regulations. 
In  addition,  there  must  be  enough  time 
for  retailers  and  possibly  bulk  plant  op¬ 
erators  affected  by  the  proposed  regu¬ 
lations  of  May  7,  1974  to  flush  or  other¬ 
wise  prepare  their  current  storage  tanks. 

The  Agency  also  wishes  to  correct  an 
inadvertent  omission  in  the  text  of  Ap¬ 
pendix  C  of  the  Federal  Register  Docu¬ 
ment  at  page  16138,  third  column,  in  the 
issue  dated  Tuesday,  May  7,  1974.  These 
counties,  all  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  con¬ 
tain  fewer  than  50  persons  per  square 
mile  (excluding  cities  containing  popu¬ 
lations  equal  to  or  greater  than  50,000 
persons) .  The  name  of  the  omitted  coun¬ 


ties  together  with  their  population  den¬ 
sities  follow: 

State/  StateA 

County  Population 1  County  Population 1 


Georgia: 

Irwin _ 

22 

Effingham _ 

28 

Jasper _ 

15 

Elbert  _  _ 

48 

Jeff  Davis _ 

28 

Emanuel _ 

27 

Jefferson _ 

32 

39 

Jenkins 

24 

Fannin  _ _ 

34 

Johnson _ 

25 

Franklin _ 

49 

Jones _ 

30 

Ollmpfr 

20 

Lanier 

28 

Glascock _ 

16 

Laurens  _ 

40 

Grady  _ 

38 

Lee _ _ 

20 

Greene _ _ 

25 

Liberty  _ _ 

34 

Hancock 

19 

Lincoln 

31 

Harris 

25 

Tong 

9 

Heard _ 

18 

Lumpkin _ 

30 

1  County  Density  (persons  per  square  mile) 
excluding  cities  of  60,000  or  more. 


Further,  a  misspelling  of  a  county 
name  should  be  rectified  on  page  16137 
of  this  same  issue.  In  the  third  column, 
Polk  County  should  be  corrected  to  Pope. 

Interested  persons  may  submit  written 
comments  on  the  proposed  amendment, 
in  triplicate,  to  the  Director  of  Mobile 
Source  Enforcement  Division,  EO-340, 
Environmental  Protection  Agency, 
Waterside  Mall,  401  M  Street,  S.W., 
Washington,  D.C.  20460. 

Comments  are  specifically  requested 
from  equipment  manufacturers  and 
gasoline  retailers  with  respect  to  the  an¬ 
ticipated  availability  of  the  required  noz¬ 
zle  spouts  and  the  time  required  for  their 
delivery  to  the  retail  outlets  selling  un¬ 
der  200,000  gallons  per  year  as  designated 
in  the  proposed  amendments  (39  FR 
16137).  The  comments  should  address 
the  possibility  of  implementing  these 
amendments  by  October  1,  1974. 

All  relevant  comments  postmarked  on 
or  before  August  2,  1974  will  be  con¬ 
sidered.  Comments  will  be  available  for 
public  inspection  during  normal  business 
hours  (8  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.)  at  the  Office 
of  Public  Affairs,  Environmental  Protec¬ 
tion  Agency,  Room  329C,  401  M  Street, 
S.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20460. 

(Sec.  211,  301,  Clean  Air  Act,  as  amended  (42 
U.S.C.  1857f-6c,  1857g(a)  )  ) 

Dated:  June  25,  1974. 

John  Quarles, 
Acting  Administrator. 

[PR  Doc.74-16183  Filed  7-2-74;8:45  am] 
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IU  IVI IU  W  IF  ANY  CHANGES  HA1 
MADE  IN  CERTAIN  TITLES  OF  THE  C 
FEDERAL  REGULATIONS  without  reading 
the  Federal  Register  every  day?  If  so,  you 
may  wish  to  subscribe  to  the  “List  of 
CFR  Sections  Affected." 


Wmm 


List  of  CFR  Sections  Affected  M0“ryear 

The  “List  of  CFR  Sections  Affected"  is  designed  to  lead  users  of  the 
Code  of  Federal  Regulations  to  amendatory  actions  published  in  the 
Federal  Register,  and  is  issued  monthly  in  cumulative  form.  Entries 
indicate  the  nature  of  the  changes. 


Also  available  on  a  subscription  basis 

The  Federal  Register  Index 


per  year 

Indexes  covering  the  contents  of  the  daily  Federal  Register  are  issued 
monthly  and  annually.  Entries  are  carried  primarily  under  the  names  of 
the  issuing  agencies.  Significant  subjects  are  also  carried. 


Order  from:  Superintendent  of  Documents 
U.S.  Government  Printing  Office 
Washington.  D.C.  20402 


Note  to  FR  Subscribers:  FR  Indexes  and  the  “List  of  CFR  Sections  Affected”  will 
continue  to  be  mailed  free  of  charge  to  regular  FR  subscribers. 


